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Polygyny and Polyandry 
Introduction 
One of the most debated issues in developed and developing countries across the world is polygamy. Polygamous marriages occur when an individual has more than one spouse, either men or women. The most commonly discussed forms of polygamy are polygyny and polyandry. Polygyny is a polygamous marriage that occurs when a man is married to more than one wife, while polyandry occurs when a woman is married to more than one man (Thobejane and Flora). These forms of marriages are perceived differently from societal, cultural, and political points of view. Different societies in developed and developing nations have engaged in polygamous marriages for thousands of years. In both polygyny and polyandry marriages, the main goal is to help in recreation, continuity of family legacy, or as a sign of wealth and class. Although these forms of marriages are still practiced, they are common in developing nations compared to developed countries like the United States. Over the years, these practices have been outlawed in the United States due to their association with the deterioration of the country’s moral values. This paper will focus on discussing how polygyny and polyandry are perceived in the United States and the world at large. Also, the paper will discuss the rights of people engaging in polygamous marriages and their place in modern society. 
Overview of Polygamous Marriages
Marriage to more than one spouse has and still is a prominent feature of many communities across the world. Polygamy is deeply rooted in the lifestyles of our ancestors, thousands of years ago. The topic has been addressed in different books, journals, articles, debates, and newspapers. A polygamy is a form of marriage where a man or a woman has more than one spouse. The most common forms of polygamy are polygyny and polyandry. Polygyny is a polygamous marriage that occurs when a man is married to more than one wife, while polyandry occurs when a woman is married to more than one man. 
From the perspective of religion, polygamy is considered against the moral values of societies. Therefore, these marriages are not advocated for. However, different religions view polygyny and polyandry differently. For example, Christianity, Judaism, and Hinduism prohibit marrying more than one spouse (Thobejane and Flora). Other traditions like Buddhism do not proclaim a stand about the subject and others like Celtic and Mormons support polygamy. Polyandry and polygyny marriages around the globe have become a social issue and a major influence on their lifestyles. Many developed democracies today have outlawed the marriage of more than one spouse, while in developing nations the practices are still advocated for. 
Polygamous Marriages in the United States 
Over the years, different researchers and scholars have addressed the issue of plural marriage. Polygamous marriages became a sociopolitical issue in the United States in the mid-19th century when the leader of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) adopted plural marriage in its philosophy. This doctrine was vigorously opposed by the U.S. government, leading to the implementation of policies and legislation on polygyny and polyandry. The federal and state governments in the country implemented laws prohibiting the marriage of, or to multiple partners. However, the execution of this legislation has been a challenge considering that most polygamists live in secrecy. 
In the United States, polygamous marriages have been discussed in the context of the Mormon religion. Martha Bradley in her book Kidnaped from That Land excels in addressing religious freedom and politics. Bradley offers a detailed account of the Mormon culture, portraying their conscious religious and cultural lives. In this book, Bradley offers a clear account of the events of July 26, 1953, when polygamists living in the small town of Short Creek were raided and removed from their homes. The encounter between the Johnson fundamentalists and lawmen is portrayed from different perspectives. One view is the practices and theology of the Mormon people. Another view s the role of the government in the prosecution of fundamentalist leaders for violating federal laws. In the context of the experiences of the fundamentalists, it can be learned that people need to have an understanding of religious tolerance. 
The implementation of federal laws prohibiting polyandry and polygyny had significant effects because of the severe social disruptions. Although the raid in Short Creek did not result in violence, the temporary detention of the population, moving children to juvenile homes, and the 1-year probation of 26 men affected their social, cultural, and political ways of life (Bradley). Federal laws played a major role in determining the wellness of people engaging in plural marriages. According to Bartholomew, the Edmunds Act of 1862 was designed to prohibit bigamy in the territories of the U.S. In this context, people married to more than one spouse were exposed to political and social exclusion from society.
Another incident where people from the Mormon culture have been exposed to government raids is the 2008 raids of LDS in Eldorado, Texas. According to Jacobson and Lara, the scene in the compound of fundamentalist LDS followers in Eldorado, Texas is similar to that in Short Creek. However, the 2008 raids of a polygamous community were influenced by many factors, including child abuse, technological advancements, underage marriages, and media examination. These factors played a critical role in determining violence between fundamentalists and the federal government. 
Based on the events of 1953 and 2008, the audience has an opportunity to understand the relationships between religion and politics and their effects on Mormon culture. Following the implementation of federal laws prohibiting plural marriages, the leader of the Mormon church, Wilford Woodruff issued a manifesto declaring that plural marriage was officially ended. However, the religion was never abandoned because decades later, there were followers. Their existence was based on the view that the doctrine was prohibited based on federal laws rather than the will of God. Here, the audience has an opportunity to understand how religious and culturally conscious people survived by immoral philosophies. Examining the works of Bradley and Jacobson and Lara offers clear insight into how the government has played a crucial role in undermining the beliefs of a population and how these violations are influenced by ethics. 
One aspect that can be applied to help understand polygamous marriages in the U.S. is that it was a traditional practice that was passed down from one generation to another. Besides, those engaging in the marriage of more than one partner had adopted a lifestyle that was different from the mainstream population. That is, polygamists lived in seclusion from other communities. These seclusions are linked to the increased poverty levels, lack of education, and inequalities (Jacobson and Lara). Wayermann addresses the crimes against humanity committed by Warren Jeffs, an LDS prophet. Inhuman practices addressed in the book include incest, the marriage of children, statutory rape, kidnapping, welfare fraud, increased taxation, and child abandonment.  
Effects of Polygyny and polyandry 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The accounts of LDS communities during the 1953 and 2008 raids are essential because they depict the challenges associated with polygamous marriages, particularly to the children and women. According to Wayermann, one of the major problems associated with polygamous marriages is a violation of children's rights, including rape, abandonment, underage marriage, and kidnapping. During the leadership of Warren Jeff, there was an increased violation of these rights, which prompted the government to take aggressive action to bring down his empire. Violation of these rights and injustice allows the audience to understand how powerful the culture was embedded in society. Also, it shows the role of people to promote its existence, which in turn, prompted prosecution of its people. The power given to church leaders allowed them to marry young girls. Boys were abandoned because they were believed to have the ability to fend for themselves. They were considered useless at the time (Wayermann). The leadership embraced by Warren can be considered an example of religious dictatorship, where followers are forced to follow a lifestyle where their freedoms are infringed.
Another effect is increased taxation of people to feed leaders' pockets. Before the raids into the fundamentalist town in Short Creek, Mormon leaders siphoned the government huge sums of money. Wastage of funds led to increased poverty among the population, lack of proper education, and poor healthcare services. Although the religion was flourishing, it flourished at the expense of the members and misused government funds.
Polygamy in the United States Today
Today, federal laws in the country are not executed as they were in the mid-20th century. Having multiple spouses today can be seen as a minor offense that is not punishable by jail time. However, these laws are different in each state, with different levels of punishment. For example, the state of Utah decriminalized the marriage of more than one spouse, lowering the punishment to similar to traffic summons (Hauser). The new Bill was signed under the conditions that the new spouse entered the relationship voluntarily. 
Different surveys have been conducted to determine people's perceptions regarding the morality of polygamy. In a Gallup poll in 2020, one out of five U.S. adults believed that polygamy is morally acceptable. However, a high acceptance rate was observed among Muslim and Mormon families. 
The position of many people regarding polygamy has changed in recent years because of the increased acceptance of homosexuality. Research shows that people younger than 30 years have engaged in sex with more than one partner. Some of these partnerships are conducted with consent or without one. Changing perspectives on polygamy continue to affect religious beliefs and the implementation of laws and regulations to address the same. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, polygyny and polyandry are polygamous marriages occurring in the United States even today. In the 19th and 20th centuries, federal laws criminalized polygamy, which led to several raids in LDS communities. Although these laws are not easily executed, they have helped establish a norm that marrying many spouses is a moral problem. People's points of view continue to change regarding this issue due to technological advances, changing religious doctrines, political ideologies, and acceptance of homosexuality. 
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